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teer has done an act worthy of a buccaneer : 

he has attacked the men who were re-building 

11 

the famous Eddystone lighthouse, and carried 
them prisoners of war into this port. I would 
not trouble you or the King about this, did I 
not know his Maj esty too well to believe him 
capable of countenancing such a deed." 

“What!” exclaims the King, turning ab- 
ruptly, with a flush of anger on his counte- 
nance, “the Eddystone lighthouse, which so 
stands as to be of equal service to all nations 
having occasion to navigate the channel ? ” 

“The same, sire ; and the officer who has 
done this expects to be rewarded.” 

“ Ha : he shall not he disappointed ; he shall 
have his reward,” exclaims the King. “ Let 
him be placed in the prison where the English- 
men now lie, to remain there during our plea- 
sure; and set the builders of the Eddystone 
free. Let them have gifts, and all honourable 
treatment, to repay them for their temporary 

distress, and send them home, without delay, 
in the same vessel which brought them hither. 
We are indeed at war with England, but not 
with mankind 1 ” 
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Then Teddy went out on the balcony and en- 
deavoured to throw the water up, but the 
height was too great. While he was doing 
this, Wilkie ran down for more water, but Hall 
stood gazing upwards, open-mothed with 
horror, at the raging flames. At that moment 
the leaden covering of the roof melted, and 
rushed down on Hall’s head and shoulders. 
He fell, with a loud shriek. While Teddy 
tried to drag him down to the room below, he 
exclaimed that some of the melted lead had 
gone down his throat ! He was terribly burned 
about the neck, but his comrades had to leave 
him in his bed while they strove wildly to 
check the flames. It was all in vain. The 
wood-work around the lantern, from years of 
exposure to the heat of twenty-four large 
candles burning at once, had become like tin- 
der, and the fire became so fierce that the 
timber courses composing the top of the column 
soon caught. Then the keepers saw that any 
further efforts would be useless. The great 
exertions made to carry up even a few buckets- 
full of water soon exhausted their strength, and 
they were driven from room to room as the fire 
descended. At last the heat and smoke be- 
came so intense that they were driven out of 

the lighthouse altogether, and sought shelter 
in a cavern or hollow under the ladder, on the 

east side of the rock. Fortunately it was low 
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hare stood for any number of years to come. 

It cannot be justly said that he made a mess 

of it. As well might you say that the builders 
of a first-rate ship made a mess of it because 
some one set her alight after she had sailed 
the ocean for half a century.” 

“ Trae, Tommy, true,' ’ said old J ohn, nodding 
acquiescence emphatically. On seeing this, old 
Martha, knowing nothing about the matter 
because of her deafness, nodded emphatically 
also, and said, “ that ’s so, Tommy, I always 
’ad a settled conviction that you was right, 
except,” she added, as if to guard herself, 
ee except w’en you was after mischief.” 

“Well, but Tommy,” continued old John, 
“you was agoin’ to tell us somethin’ about 
this Mister Smeaton. What sort of a man 

is he f ” 

“ As far as I can judge, on short acquaint- 
ance,” replied Potter, “ he seems to be a man 
who has got a mind and a will of his own, and 
looks like one who won’t be turned out of his 
straight course by trifles. His name is John, 
which is a good bible name, besides being yours, 
father, and he comes from Leeds, a highly re- 
spectable place, which has produced men of 
note before now. His age is thirty-two, which 
is about the most vigorous period of a man’s 

life, and he has come to his present business 
in spite of all opposition, a fact which is 
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tation at the thought of the shattered hulls and 

mangled corpses, which they hoped ere long to 

toss upon their crests. 

Fortunately, Man was on the “ look out ! ” 
The Bztss was tugging at her moorings off the 
Rock, and some of the seamen and hands were 
perambulating the deck, wishing for settled 
weather, and trying to pierce the gloom by 
which they were surrounded. Suddenly the 
two vessels were seen approaching. The alarm 
was given. Those on board the doomed ships 
saw their danger when too late, and tried to 
sheer off the fatal spot, but their efforts were 
fruitless. The exulting waves hurried them 
irresistibly on. In this extremity the Eddy- 
stone men leaped into their yawl, pushed off, 
and succeeded in towing both vessels out of 
danger, — at once demonstrating the courage of 
English hearts and the need there was for 
English hands to complete the work on which 
they were then engaged. 

Next day Mr. Smeaton came off to visit the 
Rock, and the news of the rescue served him for 
a text on which to preach a lay-sermon as to 
the need of every man exerting himself to the 
uttermost in a work which was so obviously a 
matter of life apd death. It was, however, 
scarcely necessary to urge these men, for they 
were almost all willing. But not all ; in nearly 
every flock there is a black sheep or so that 
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Teddy was right, “more” did come, and 
kept him and his mates idle prisoners for a 
week. Indeed the whole of that month had 
been so stormy that from the 1 6th to the 30th 
only twenty hours* work had been done on the 
Eock. 
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lead, the hooks were fixed into the jambs, 
and the doors were hung in triumph. Solid 
doors they were too ; not slender things with 
wooden pannels, but thick iron-plated affairs 
somewhat resembling the armour of a modern 
ship-of-war, and fitted to defy the ocean’s most 
powerful battering-rams. 

Progress thereafter was steady and rapid. 

There were points here and there in the work 
which served as landmarks. On the 6th of 
August Smeaton witnessed a strange sight — a 
bright halo round the top of the building. It 
was no miracle, though it looked like one. 
Doubtless some scientific men could give a satis* 
factory explanation of it and prove that it was 
no direct interposition of the hand of God. So 
could they give a satisfactory account of the 
rainbow, though the rainbow is a direct sign 
to man. Whatever the cause, there the glory 
circled like a sign of blessing on the work, 
and a fitting emblem of the life-giving, because 
death-warding, beams which were soon to 
be sent streaming from that tower by the hand 
of man. 

Three days afterwards they began to lay the 
balcony floor; on the 17th the main column 
w as completed, and on the 26th the masonry 
was finished. It only remained that the 
lantern should he set up. But this lantern 
was a mighty mass of metal and glass, made 
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Oawsand Bay an aged man stood, supported 
by an elderly man, at a window, gazing sea- 
w ard with an expression of intense expectation, 
while a very aged woman sat crooning over the 
fire, holding the hand of a fair girl just verging 
on early womanhood. 

“ D 'ee see it yet, Tommy 1” asked the old 

man, eagerly. 

“No, not yet,” replied Tommy, “not — yes 

— there — ] ” 

“Ahl that’s it, I see it,” cried old John 

Potter, with a faint gleam of his old enthu ~ 
siasm. “ There it goes, brighter than ever. A 
blessed light, and much wanted. Tommy, much, 

much wanted.” 

He leaned heavily on his son’s arm, and, 
after gazing for some time, asked to he taken 
back to his chair opposite old Martha. 

“ What is it V 7 inquired Martha, bending her 
ear towards a pretty little mouth. 

“ Grandfather has just seen the new Eddy- 

up for the first time,” replied 

Nora. 

“ Ay, ay,” said Martha in a moralizing tone, 
as she turned her eyes towards the fire, “ay, 
ay, so soon ! I always had a settled conviction* 
that that lighthouse would be burnt.” 

“ It ’s not burnt, grannie,” said N ora, smiling, 
“ it 's only lighted up.” 

“Well, well, my dear,” returned Marth? 
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